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SUBJECT, LOS: KOREAN STATEMENT ON CHINESE SEABED RESOURCE 
CLAIM 

REF: A. SEOUL 1597 B. SEOUL 1630 

SUMMARY: ROKG ISSUES STATEMENT CONTESTING PRC STATEMENT ON 
YELLOW 

EAST CHINA SEAS CONTINENTAL SHELF OIL EXPLORATION. ROKG 
OFFERS BEGIN DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH PRC, BUT DOES NOT 
SPECIFY MEANS. END SUMMARY. 

1. ROKG FOREIGN MINISTRY CALLED IN U. S. AND JAPANESE 
EMBASSY OFFICIALS LATE AFTERNOON MARCH 16 TO HAND OVER 
COPIES OF ROKG STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO MARCH 15 PRC 
STATEMENT ON KOREA AND SEABED RESOURCES REPORTED REFTEL A. 
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C REAN STATEMENT REAFFIRMED THAT AREA UNDER EXPLORATION 
AND EXPLOITATION PROGRAMS ARE WITHIN ROIC S JURISDICTION 
IN ACCORD WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. ROKG FURTHER DECLARED 
WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH PRC AUTHORITIES 
ON QUESTION OF DELINEATING CONTINENTAL SHELF AREAS. 

2. IN HANDING OVER COPIES OF STATEMENT, MOFA NORTH ASIAN 
SECTION CHIEF, PARK SOO GIL SAID THAT FOREIGN MINISTER 
HAD JUST RELEASED STATEMENT AT PRESS CONFERENCE. PARK 
STRESSED THAT THIS WAS FIRST TIME ROKG HAD USED TERM 
" PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA" AND FIRST TIME ROKG HAD STATED 
WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH PRC. REPORTERS 
CONCENTRATED THEIR QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL ASPECTS. PARK 
STATED THAT ANY DISCUSSIONS WHICH MIGHT ENSUE WOULD BE 
LIMITED TO AREA WHICH COULD GIVE RISE TO CONTROVERSY AND 
WOULD NOT ENCOMPASS ENTIRE CONTINENTAL SHELF. HE HAD NO 
INFORMATION ON HOW CONTACT WOULD BE MADE. PRC USE OF 
" SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES" IS STANDARD* HE SAID. HE 



SURMISED THAT THE REAL OBJECTIVE OF CHINESE STATEMENT 
RELATED TO EAST CHINA SEA WHERE OIL RESERVES THOUGHT TO 
BE SIZEABLE. HE THOUGHT PRC MIGHT BE USING STATEMENT TO SCUTTLE 
JAPAN/ KOREAN NEGOTIATIONS ON DISPUTED SEABED AREAS EAST 
CHINA SEA SINCE TIMING OF STATEMENT CONSISTANT WITH SUCH 
INTERPRETATION. PARK DESCRIBED FORMIN STATEMENT AS 
" EPOCH MAKING IN THE ANNALS OF KOREAN DIPLOMACY". 

HE SAID THAT PRESIDENT PARK HAD APPROVED ISSUANCE OF 
STATEMENT. 

COMMENT: STATEMENT OPENS WAY FOR POSSIBLE SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGES IN SOUTH KOREAN/ CHINESE POLITICAL RELATIONS AS 
WELL AS FOR RESOLUTION OF CONTENENTAL SHELF DISPUTE IF 
PRC RESPONDS FAVORABLY. KOREANS BELIEVE STATEMENT SUPPORTS 
THEIR SEABED CLAIM WHILE ENCOURAGING CHINESE TO OPEN DIALOGUE. 
UNDERHILL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 MAR 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SEOUL01636 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SEOUL 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9730331 /aaaahxjo. tel 

Line Count: 105 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 73 SEOUL 1597, 73 SEOUL 1630 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23-Aug-2001 by boyleja>; APPROVED <24-Aug-2001 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971211 

Subject: , LOS: KOREAN STATEMENT ON CHINESE SEABED RESOURCE 

TAGS: PBOR, CH, KS 

To: AIT TAIPEI 

HONG KONG 

L 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

TOKYO 

USUN 

Type: TE 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




